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Smith rocks Rally Point

Country singer Anthony Smith
rocked the house Friday with a
free concert at Rally Point. The
singer took time to give the per-
formance as part of the Spirit of
America Tour.

See Page 5
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Spc. Joseph Ciszczon, 1st Battalion, 16th Infantry, uses a larygoscope to view the inside of the SimMan's throat.

PostLevine

SimMan gives medics realistic training

By Ryan D. Wood
Staff writer

In an effort to improve training, increase
soldier skill and save lives, the division G3
has acquired one of the newest, most
advanced training aides in the medical field.
This new device is called the SimMan.

“The SimMan is the next best thing to
learning on live people,” said Capt. Jodelle
Schroeder, Ist Brigade nurse. “Itis a 5 feet,
2 inch, 70 pound digitalized mannequin. It
creates an interactive experience of treating
and caring for patients.”

The SimMan is programmed to have a
heartbeat, blood pressure, lung and bowel
sounds, pulses, sucking chest wounds, bullet
wounds, broken legs and amputated limbs.

It can breathe, talk, bleed, drool, cry and if

inappropriate treatment is performed, it will
die. ding to Schroeder, all life-sustai
ing measures can be done on the SimMan

except surgery.

This new system allows medical person-
nel to train in an atmosphere as close to the
real thing as is currently possible.

The Ist Battalion, 16th Infantry was the
first unit at Fort Riley to train on the Sim-
Man in the field. The medics performed dif-
ferent airway scenarios, including a suck-
ing-chest wound with a collapsed lung. The
SimMan also simulated a gunshot wound to
the leg.

“I don’t know many people who will vol-
untarily sit still and let a medic practice
putting in a chest drain or put a breathing
tube down their throat. And, how better to
know if you are doing a tourniquet correctly
than to actually see the blood stop flowing
from a traumatically amputated wound?”
said Schroeder.

“The old adage, ‘If you don’t use it, you
lose it” is absolute truth for almost every
profession. The medics have extremely per-
ishable skills, and due to a generally healthy

population and a lack of trauma at Fort
Riley, they just don’t get to practice those
skills. There are some skills that require
actual hands-on practice,” she said.

Schroeder cited research stating that just
talking, such as in a classroom setting, is not
good enough.

“One of the benefits (of the SimMan) is
the ability to kill it over and over and learn
from the mistakes by doing an after-action
review with the student.” There is an event
log that records every action done to the
SimMan, she said.

“I think he’s a great tool. It’s nice to have
as complex training as possible before going
out and really having to do the procedures.
This is first class training,” said Sgt. Paul
McCollough, medic, Ist Battalion, 16th
Infantry.

“No one wants to see friends and col-
leagues die due to lack of realistic training.

See SimMan Page 4

Korea deployment
pays off for tankers

By Jamie Bender
Staff writer

After returning from a three-
month deployment from Korea,
soldiers from 2nd Battalion, 34th
Armor spent two weeks at gun-
nery to qualify 35 tank crews.
The soldiers arrived at Range
18 on June 17 prepared to re-hone
their gunnery skills, said Lt. Col.
Oscar Hall, commander, 2nd Bn.,

the times are shorter. It’s like the
playoffs for the Super Bowl.”

The soldiers of 2nd Bn., 34th
Armor began preparing for gun-
nery while in Korea by taking the
Tank Crew Gunnery Skills Test.
They also used an M1 simulator
called a Unit Conduct of Fire
Trainer.

The deployment to Korea
brought the soldiers closer togeth-
er, said Hall. “There is nothing
like a_deployment to bring sol-

3“9“;}}:‘;}2’- diers together,” he explained.
in Korca (They are
they were in fc-"’“
com bba t “l want the soldiers to i for
ready. bt understand that with world cign coun-
given the conditions today, they could ggfi]e:ihoa;
opportuni- — be anywhere in the world in they built
ty to fire 48 phoirs” over there
or do a lot has trans-
ionf fh‘xl’:é —Sgt. 1st Class Clifford Bell ferred
>aigti “Out aintenance Team f back to
here they 2nd Battalion, 34th Armor  here.  If
will get o Tere and
rehone listen to

g the war stories and the jokes

nery skills, not just for the tanks
but for small arms as well. We
have done M-16 ranges, 9 mm,
MK-19 ranges and mortar firing
and scout training.”

The gunnery involves several
tasks the soldiers must complete
for qualification.

“We are setting our goal for
Tank Table VIII, which is individ-
ual tank crew qualification,” said
Hall. “There are 10 engagements:
six day engagements and four
shot at night. It’s a test. They are
given a scenario and a certain
amount of ammunition, and it’s a
timed event. They have to engage
the targets in under a certain
amount of time, and the goal is
700 points. But, that is the mini-
mum standard, and we don’t ever
shoot for the minimum.”

Tank Table VIII demonstrates
the proficiency of the tank crew.

“Tank Table VIII is for brag-
ging rights, for best tank battalion,
best tank platoon, best tank com-
pany,” said Hall. “We build up to
that through Tank Table IV, which
is dry fire. Then, we go to Tank
Table V, which is all machine fire.
‘We have Tank Table VII, which is
in preparation for Tank Table
VIII. The targets are smaller and

among the soldiers, it is quite
obvious that the company and the
platoons and the crews have
shared a great experience while
they were together in Korea.
That’s what it’s all about, team-
work. That teamwork, that train-
ing, that trust has really held them
together and is what is causing
them to shoot well today.”

The gunnery was not just for
the tank crews. The maintenance
teams, medics and cooks were
also involved.

The maintenance teams rose to
the challenges of keeping the
tanks and support vehicles opera-
tional, said Sgt. Ist Class Clifford
Bell, maintenance team chief,
Company A, 2nd Bn., 34th Armor.

“After a tank has sat for so
long, it’s hard to keep it running.
But even that hasn’t been much of
a challenge. They come in and we
fix them, and they go right back
out there to the line. We have a
great support staff. Our mainte-
nance technician finds us parts
when we need them,” said Bell.

Bell said that if his soldiers
could take only one thing from the
gunnery experience, he wanted it

See Tank Tables Page 3

Iron Rangers take fight to field setting during final table testing

By Ryan D. Wood
Staff Writer

The smell of gunpowder, the
feel of camo on the skin, the thun-
der of tracked vehicles moving in
for the kill, soldiers pouring out of
their Bradleys onto the unsuspect-
ing enemy; this is the joy of a sol-
dier’s life, and lst Battalion, 16th
Infantry showed how it is done in
five days of table qualifications
and training.

Getting soldiers ready for qual-
ification is a long and difficult
process. “We’'ve actually been
doing more than just the Bradley
Table XI and Table XII,” said
Maj. Richard Anderson, executive
officer, 1st Bn., 16th Inf. Training
also included drills for dismount-
ed infantry. The line platoons go
down range conducting blank fire
exercises, which prepare them for
their part in the final training and
testing. The final test unites the
Bradley Fighting Vehicle with the
fighting squads. It incorporates
both teams into one unit, which
must seize an objective as a uni-
fied element, he said.

“Training here is invaluable to
get the coordination between the
platoons and let the platoons work
on their battle drills and their
deliberate attack procedures,”
said Anderson.

Sgt. st Class James Yonker,

i3

battalion master gunner, Head-
quarters and Headquarters Com-
pany, Ist Bn., 16th Inf,, described
the many steps to finally testing
the combined assault force of a
Bradley and a dismounted
infantry unit together.

“The Bradley platoons go
through the actual gunnery steps,
as far as qualification on the
Bradleys. They get familiarized
with the weapons systems — they
o through the Bradley Gunnery
Systems Test, which is the
mechanics of the all the weapons
systems on the Bradley. Once they
do that, they go into dry runs with
the Bradleys on the different lanes

being able to acquire targets,
crew coordination, fire commands
— kind of getting the whole dri-
ver, gunner, Bradley commander
team working together and work-
ing out all the systems on the
Bradley,” said Yonkers.

“Once the Bradleys qualify on
Table VI, they havé to qualify as
a crew and then we get to (the
final test),” said Yonkers. “We
incorporate the Bradleys and the
dismounts trying to unify com-
mand and control, fire coordina-
tion and teamwork. Mainly, the
Bradleys are a support-by-fire
position for the infantry troops.
The Infantry troops get out and
clear anything that the Bradleys
can’t see while the Bradleys are in
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Members of 3rd Platoon, Company C, 1st Battalion, 16th Infantry, move out after their
Bradleys assaulted the first half of their training tables. The infantry squads cleared the way
for the tracked vehicles while the Bradleys provided support by fire.

support-by-fire over watch.”
Command and control is the
most important skill taught during
the training, and it is also the
hardest to achieve, said Yonkers.
“The most challenging thing is
getting the dismounts to work

together to seize an objective
along with s a very
complicated on”  said
Yonkers.

After crews solidify training
during the day, they do it all over
again at night. With darkness

- &

comes a different set of rules and
an increase in the danger level.
“You can’ t see where the other
squads are,” Yonkers said. “For
the Bradleys, things don’t change
much because of the thermaliza-
tion. We can engage targets at

night better than in the daytime.
For the dismounts, it’s knowing
where the other squads are and
where you can fire. You have a
support-by-fire element and an
assault element, which are sepa-
rate elements out there moving.
The leaders need to know where
the soldiers are at all times, and it
becomes the leaders’ biggest chal-
lenge,” he said.

Along with the Bradleys and
ground pounders, other elements
of Ist Bn., 16th Inf., were also in
the field last week honing their
skills.

“We have maneuver training
out in the western strip where a
company will be able to take pla-
toons and go force-on-force with
other Bradleys. We have our scout
platoon out here to replicate
reconnaissance. When the platoon
is moving, they conduct a move-
ment to contact and they react to
what they see on the battlefield.
We also have mortars that are live
firing out here this week. We
brought out all of our support
packages as well, so all of them
are getting trained, from the cooks
in the support platoon to the tacti-
cal operations center,” said
Anderson.

As the dust settled and training
started to wind down, roaring
motors were stilled and the guns

See Iron Rangers Page 3
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Victory Six Sends: Remember safety this holiday weekend

On Independence Day, we will be cel-
ebrating the birth of our great Nation and
227th anniversary of our independence.
Since that historic event in 1776, this
Nation and our ancestors have endured
many hardships and struggles to make
this great country what it is today; and
our commitment to the ideals of “life, lib-
erty, and pursuit of happiness” have been

tested numerous times.

During the upcoming Fourth of July

holiday, I would like everyone to take a
minute and give thanks to our deployed
soldiers and the many Americans who
gave their lives in preserving this great
Democracy we call the United States of all
America. The Fourth of July is the time
when we pause to express our gratitude
for the many blessings that we all enjoy.
It is also a time to reflect and remember
the many contributions that each genera-
tion of America’s military men and

doms we enjoy.

return safely,

women have given to preserve the free-

During this holiday weekend, safety
must be our number one prlonty So that

three POV fatalities this year; therefore,
stress the importance of using seat belts,
driving the speed limit and not driving
while fatigued or intoxicated. Emphasize

ensure that soldiers are briefed on the fol-
lowing subjects prior to being released
for the holiday weekend. POV Safety is
the prevention of automobile and motor-
cycle accidents and ensures vehicle ser-
viceability. Fort Riley has experienced

must  the p

fatal of not

wearing life jackets and drinking while
boating. Fourth of July is traditionally
very hot and humid; ensure plenty of
water is on-hand. Make certain everyone
in your group drinks enough water to
keep them from dehydrating and over-

heating.

Enjoy the holiday and have a safe and
enjoyable Fourth of July. Our Nation
depends on it.

Dennis E. Hardy
Brigadier General, US Army
Commanding

Fort Riley soldlers act as mayor, vice-mayor of Al Ameria, Iraq

By Jess Sullivan
Daily Republic

Army Capt. Jonathan Lauer
and Lt. John Ruch are both West
Point graduates and they both
were among the first soldiers to
cross the berm into Iraq from
Kuwait in March. Now, the com-
bat veterans from Fort Riley are
known respectively of the mayor
and vice-mayor of Al Ameria, a
community of about 2,000 Iragis
living just west of Baghdad.

Lauer and Ruch have set aside
their combat missions that got
them to Baghdad. Now they
spend their days overseeing Alpha
Company, a group of approxi-
mately 90 soldiers who a month
ago inherited the task of caring for
and keeping safe the segregated
community, a home to many for-
mer government employees and
Ba’athe party officials who lost
their way when Saddam Hussein
was toppled in April.

Ruch goes to at least two of the
31 schools under his supervision
cach day. “They are mostly wor-
ried about security for the girls.
Rumors have been out there about
kidnappings. They are more con-
cerned about security than they
are electricity,” Ruch said. Tanks
and humvees, each with heavily
armed soldiers, park at every
school at the start and close of
every school day.

“We didn’t receive a lot of
training at West Point in this sort
of thing,” Ruch said. “At times
it’s frustrating, but it can also be
rewarding when kids get chalk-
boards or lights in their class-

rooms.”

While Ruch is a 24-year-old
officer who has become an inter-
im Al Ameria, Iraq schools
administrator, Lauer is responsi-
ble for a much bigger picture. A
sign on his desk reading “Mayor

judge who was by

in the morn-

men claiming to be Iraqi police.
Lauer told the refugee there
were not any judges in Iraq just
yet, and no government, so he did
not have to worry. Lauer then
asked about an eviction notice, a

Lauer,” a concept
gift from not likely a
his com- NN, n art of the
manders, “We didn’t receive a_Iot qf ?0 fmer
makes it training at West Point in this govern-
official, gort of thing.” ment dicta-
he is the torship.
man with —Lt. John Ruch “There
the power U.S.Army hastobea
in Al Vice-Mayor of Al Ameria day when
Ameria. everybody
Lauer goes  to
began a court  for
recent Friday morning the same  there to be an eviction,” the mayor
way he has begun most of his ten told his constituent. While the

hour workdays in the past five
weeks, listening and managing
concerns, complaints and ques-
tions from residents of Al Ameria.

Friday, being the holy day in
Iraq, is usually a good day for sol-
diers to catch up on maintenance,
paperwork or sleep. The day of
worship did not keep residents
from turning to Lauer for help
with whatever their most recent
problem might be.

An Al Ameria resident came to
Lauer and, through an interpreter,
described how a “judge” came to
his home and told him he and his
family would have to move out by
tomorrow. The resident, a refugee
who moved into the home that
belonged to a former military offi-
cial, had no paperwork or any-
thing more specific, just the
“order” by a man claiming to be a

legalities of the landlord-tenant
relationship may have rung true
for Lauer, there is not yet any
court in Baghdad for the man to
turn to — a small but telling
example of the sorts of dilemmas
confronting hundreds of soldiers
turned mayors and their citizenry.

A few days later, the so-called
judge would come into Al Ameria
accompanied by soldiers from an
Army Military Police unit work-
ing nearby. The brazen act of
playing one group of soldiers off
another group upset Lauer, who
promised he would resolve the
matter the way he wanted the next

o
5

y.
Throughout Lauer’s outdoor
tableside chat, a tank crew was
working nearby, noisily replacing
the tracks on their tank, an ardu-
ous job compounded by the 100

deg
mg hours The tracks on their
tank, the same tracks it had when
it crossed the Kuwait border
2,400 kilometers ago, have worn
down to metal, which has been
prompting complaints to Lauer
about sidewalk and curb damage
as the tank patrols the community
streets.

In addition to working out indi-
vidual citizen I auer

durmg their patrols. “A lot of the
time they complain about the
electricity or things, blaming us
for things we can’t do anything
about,” Fishburne said. “T just tell
them we’d be happy to leave and
they can have Saddam back. That
quicts them down real quick.”
The complaints are made
against a backdrop of religious
7ealmry coming every Fnday
from the

also has to manage bigger issues
that affect the community and
even extend further into Baghdad.

‘When the military arranged for
a bank to exchange 10,000 dinar
notes for 250 dinar notes over a
rumored counterfeiting scheme, a
bank in Al Ameria went nearly
overnight from a few hundred
customers to several thousand
customers.

The crowds prompted chaos,

with the bank running out of
money and closing by noon.

“People began lining up at
5:30,” recalled 1st Lt. Sam Fish-
burne of Birmingham, Ala. “The
guys would stand in line single
file, but the women, holy cow,
they went berserk, pushing and
crowding, falling into the con-
certina wire. We ended up having
to use our bodies, creating a
human barrier, pushing our backs
against them.” Chaos returned a
few days later with soldiers turn-
ing the hot exhaust plume of a
tank on a crowd to disperse them
when Iraqi security guard; lost
control and fired warning shots
into the air.

The soldiers under the mayor’s
command also field complaints

Study shows safety of smallpox vaccination

DoD Release

Dr. William Winkenwerder, Jr.,
assistant secretary of defense for
health affairs, announced last
week that research the Depart-
ment of Defense conducted over a
six-month period, suggests that a
large-scale smallpox vaccination
program can be carried out safely,
with few serious adverse events.

“Data from our research is
vitally important to the prepared-
ness of the nation. The ability of
the military to conduct this vacci-

nation program safely demon-
strates the capability to protect the
public at large from the specter of
smallpox as a weapon of terror-
ism,” he said.

John D. Grabenstein, R.Ph.,
Ph.D., of the Military Vaccine
Agency, U.S. Army Medical
Command, Falls Church, Va., and
Winkenwerder analyzed data
from the U.S. military smallpox
vaccination program from  its
inception on Dec. 13, 2002,
through May 28.

Grabenstein  and ~ Winken-
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werder looked at the number of
vaccinations, rates of vaccination
exemptions, ~ symptoms ~ and
adverse events. Data was collect-
ed via reports to medical facilities
on multiple continents and ships
at sea. In five and a half months,
DoD administered 450,293 small-
pox vaccinations. Most adverse
events occurred at rates below
historical rates. In two settings,
one half percent and three percent

of vaccine recipients needed
short-term sick leave.

The military vaccination pro-
gram ensures military prepared-
ness against

use of smallpox as a biological

of a minaret a few hundred yards
from Company A’s compound, a
former Ba’athe Party training

facility. “That’s Iraqi Hitler,”
Fishburne said of the Imam’s
weekly lecture that follows the
chanted prayer. The diatribe has
included calls to fight the Ameri-
cans and calls for unity to defeat
the Americans.

“I tell them it will just make it
harder if our soldiers are scared,”

: Jess Sullivan,
Republic news-
paper, Fairfield, Calif,, is
embedded with Fort Riley’s 3rd
Brigade Combat Team.
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KANSAS PRESS
2x2

Hack Qly
Sring/7-1&7-4

weapon, and ensures that troops
can continue their missions.
Resumption of smallpox vaccina-
tions nevertheless has raised
important questions regarding
implementation and safety.
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Maj. Gen. David Petraeus, commanding gener-
al of the 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault)
awarded nearly 50 medals to the soldiers of the
Thunderbolt Battalion during a ceremony at 2nd
Battalion, 70th Armor's headquarters in Baghdad.

The medals ranged from Bronze Stars with "V"
devices to Army Commendation Medals with "V"
Device. One soldier also received a Purple Heart.

Referring to them as his "Air
Assault Tank Battalion," Petracus
had nothing but high praise for the
tankers. "You all know that 2-70th
Armor has an incredible record on
the battlefield," he told those gath-
ered at the ceremony. "You added a
great, great chapter to that history
fighting with the 101st in Opera-
tion Iraqi Freedom."

Throughout the ground war
phase of OIF, 2nd Bn., 70th Armor,
fought with all three brigades of the Screaming
Eagles.

The last time the 70th Armored Regiment and
the 101st Airborne Division were together in
combat was during the Battle of the Bulge in
‘World War II. Fifty-nine years later, the 101st Air-
borne Division (Air Assault) and the 70th Armor
Regiment, in the form of 2nd Battalion 70th
Armor, teamed up again, this time during Opera-
tion Iraqi Freedom.

"You fired the first direct fire round for us that
blew a hole in the wall at the Agricultural College
in Najaf that allowed our infantry battalion to go
in and start clearing the city," said Petracus.

"You fired the shots up around Karbala that
finally cracked that stronghold and you also
defeated the Republican Guards when they were
still coherent, cohesive and organized as a com-
bined arms team. You kept running and reported
‘operational ready' even when your road wheels
were falling off." Petraeus said. "Your heroism
truly brings a lump to my throat as I think about

Soldiers receive medals in Iraq

what you did in all those battles."

Staff Sgt. Chris Kohunsky, of Chesterfield,
Mo., was among the Fort Riley soldiers to receive
a Bronze Star with "V" Device for heroic and
meritorious service during OIF.

His wife, Kelly, and mother, Mary Jo, were
both excited to hear that he was doing great things
for his country.

"I am extremely proud of

him. He has always been my
News | hero," said Kelly.
from Although she had only spo-
3rd BCT: | ken to her husband three times
since he deployed on March 5,
Spc. John | he called her June 30, just as
Woliaston | she was looking at a photo of
reporting | him receiving the medal that
was e-mailed from Iraq.

She said her husband was
very humbled. He told her that it was a good day
to be standing there with his fellow soldiers in
front of the general, and that he respected the peo-
ple surrounding him.

"We have always been proud of Chris and his
service to the Army and are delighted that he can
add one more award to his collection," said Mary
Jo.

In addition to the awards, Petracus presented
Lt. Col. Jeff Ingram, the battalion commander,
and Command Sgt. Maj. David Skidmore, the bat-
talion command sergeant major, with ceremonial
1015t combat patches.

Ingram also received the Silver Star April 18,
in Baghdad for conspicuous gallantry in combat
during Operation Iraqi Freedom.

"I hope all the soldiers are safe and know that
we think of them daily," said Kelly. "We're proud
of them and we can't wait for them to come
home."

Editor’s Note: Story by John Wollaston and
Christie Vanover.

TalksAroundsiown

“What do you do for exercise when it is
extremely hot outside?”

“I wait until it is cooler

hine. T

“I don’t do

outside and then I go
walk around the hill.”

Sgt. Kendal Smith

Company B,
Ist Battalion, 41st Sgt. Manuel A. Tort
Infantry Veterinary Services

just stay in my apart-
ment watching TV.”

“Igo if pos-
sible, or go for a nice
bike ride or or I go to
the gym.

Ly &4

Sgt. Gilber Hernandez
Dental Activity

Tank Tables continued from page 1

to be preparedness.

“I want the soldiers to under-
stand that with world conditions
today, they could be anywhere in
the world in 48 hours,” he said.

Sgt. Ist Class Ricky Parham,
battalion motor sergeant, said one
of the biggest challenges for the
soldiers was the heat.

“A majority of the work is done
in the daytime,” he explained.
“We have to stay hydrated by
drinking lots of water. It’s a chal-
lenge, but they keep drinking
water and driving on. They take
breaks to let their bodies cool off.
We have had hot temperatures out
here, and coming from Korea
where the temperatures were in
the 40s and 50s, our bodies are
still getting readjusted to the Fort
Riley area.”

Parham said he hopes the sol-
diers take home technical compe-
tency from this experience.

The soldiers have to be able to
provide, be able to win, be able to
fight and be maintenance compe-

COTTONWOOD THEATERS
1x3
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tent on the battlefield,” he said.
“That’s what I would like them to
take from this. It’s a training envi-
ronment, but it gets them prepared
for different theaters.”

Pfc. Kevin Foreman, MIAI
mechanic, said the maintenance
soldiers’ experiences in Korea
helped to bring them closer
together. “When you are over
there, the people you work with
are all you have, 50 you take them
in as your own family,” he said.
“When you work with people like
that, you learn how to communi-
cate better, you learn what makes
them mad, what makes them tick,
and you can get your point across
casier and get the job done better.”

The medics of 2nd Bn., 34th
Armor were also being challenged
during the gunnery.

“We continuously give the
medics no notice scenarios where
they have a soldier who is hurt,
and they have to move now. They
don’t know whether it’s real or it’s
training,” said Hall. “They have

not missed a call once. They have
been there, taking care of the sol-
diers.”

While Tank Table VIII is the
final hurdle for the tankers, the
gunnery experience is a team
effort.

Iron Rangers continued from page 1

were silenced. Soldiers, tasting the dust and rub-
bing aching muscles, departed for home, and a
smile of satisfaction tweaked more than a few lips.
The Iron Rangers had accomplished the mission
and were ready for whatever the world might
throw at them.

“It’s just being out here with the soldiers,”
Anderson said, referring to the best part about
training with his men.

Anderson’s pride in the modern American sol-
dier became evident in his final remarks as he took
to the field during the final day of training.

“He’s a great American and a great individual.
He is the only resource that we can’t re-supply as
well as we should. You would be amazed at what
a soldier can do when a soldier is challenged and
when a soldier is taught the right thing to do out in
the field.”
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Korea 50 years ago -- ROK assaults fail to retake Outposts Queen, Bak

By Jim Caldwell
Army News Service

After Chinese artillery stopped
several attempts by South Korean
forces to recapture hills near
Sniper Ridge, I Corps determined
the outposts were not worth the
casualties and called off its
assaults 50 years ago this week in
Korea.

June 26-July 2, 1953 — ROK
troops on the east flank of I Corps
are still suffering a beating by the
Chinese. But they’re trying to
retake ground they've lost to the
communists. The 15th Regiment
of the ROK 1st Infantry Division
had been driven off two outposts
and a hilltop position, and on the
morning of June 26, the regiment
is in no condition to counterattack
the enemy.

The 12th Infantry Regiment
reinforces the 15th that morning
and launches a two-battalion
counterattack against Outpost
Bok, which is unsuccessful. They
repeat the attack on June 27
against Hill 179 on June 27 with
the same disastrous results.

To the east, the lull in fighting
provided enough time to put the
ROK 5th Infantry Division back
together after the beating it took
in the previous enemy assaults.
It's judged fit for duty by X Corps
leaders on June 26. It goes back
on the line and returns to ROK II
Corps control.

The ROK 7th Inf. Div. replaces
the 20th Inf. Div. on the 5th Inf.
Div.’s right flank.

That night heavy artillery and
mortar fire on both divisions pre-
cedes an assault by enemy regi-
ments, one against part of the 5th
Inf. Div. and the other against the
7th Inf. Div.

The Sth is forced to give
ground, so the 7th has to move its
left back to keep the line intact.
Then the Chinese force 7th Inf.
Div. soldiers off Hill 938, which
guards the approach to Hill 1220
to the southeast.

For the rest of the week, the
ROK 7th Inf. Div. will send s
eral assaults to retake the hill.
Although the Chinese hold a
small area at the top, their artillery
lays down such heavy, deadly

artillery and mortar fire on the
attackers that the South Koreans
are unable to penetrate it.

The Chinese break through the
ROK st Inf. Div. positions on
Outpost Queen in I Corps on June
28. The next day the South Kore-
ans try to retake Outposts Queen
and Bak and Hill 179,
and only suffer heavy
casualties for their
efforts.

Lt. Gen.
Bruce Clarke, I
Corps  com-
mander, orders
the attacks bro-
ken off the same
day. He does not
think it’s worth-
while to fight for
territory that makes it
difficult to reinforce out-
posts under the best circum-
stances. To have to reinforce
through curtains  of enemy
artillery makes it almost fatal.
Clarke reportedly feels the out-
posts aren’t important enough to
spend so many lives to hold them
and then try to take them back.

Fighting ends temporarily in 1
Corps on June 29.

A Fifth Air Force spokesman
reports June 30 that U.S. Air
Force F-86 Sabrejet pilots shot
down 15 MiG-15s in dogfights
over Korea today, the most in any
single day in the war. June is also
a record-setting month
for MiG kills at
least 74 confirmed.

Lt. Gen. S.E.
Anderson, Fifth
Air Force com-

mander, says

that only one F-

86 was shot

I/ down in dog-

Wy’ fights the past 75
days.

On July 1, a Fifth

reveals that 30 planes of all
types were lost to enemy ground
fire and other reasons during
June.

June 26-July 2 - The Assistant
Secretary of State, Walter S.
Robertson, meets almost daily
with South Korean President Syn-
gman Rhee. Robinson’s job is to

reassure Rhee of the United
States’ commitment to and friend-
ship with the Republic of Korean.

He reports later that there was
great fear within the ROK govern-
ment that the United Nations will
tire of the war and leave the South
alone against the Chinese and
North Koreans. He said that there
may have been bitterness in the
United States over Rhee unilater-
ally releasing the prisoners, but
there is equal bitterness in South
Korea that is “distilled by their

says that
President Dwight Eisenhower has
met all of the demands that he has
laid down. However, he says he
wants the conditions in writing
because verbal promises can easi-
ly be forgotten. Then he adds
more to the list.

The meeting will
than a week.

June 29 Gen. Mark Clark,
U.N. Supreme Commander, sends
a letter to Kim Il Sung, North
Korean premier, and Gen. Peng
Teh Huai, Chinese commander in
Korea, suggesting that truce talks
resume at Panmunjom. Clark has

last longer

permission from Eisenhower to
threaten to withdraw U.N. forces
from South Korea if it appears
that Rhee intends to interfere fur-
ther in the truce talks. However,
he cannot actually go through
with the withdrawal.

The Army announces June 29
that on June 24 it gave an “unde-
sirable” discharge to Cpl. Paul
Schnur Jr., 21, San Francisco, one
of the American prisoners
released by the communists under
Operation Little Switch in April.
An Army spokesman said regula-
tions allow the Army to discharge
soldiers who are “disloyal or sub-
versive” instead of trying an indi-
vidual by court martial.

Schnur says he does not know
what he did to deserve such a dis-
charge.

However, his father, active in
the Progressive Party and former
CIO official, headed a committee
that tried to prevent the execution
of convicted atomic spies Ethel
and Julius Rosenberg June 19.

Fort Riley continues to be a
Korean War Commemorative
Community through 2003.

SimMan ..o pme:

As the best Army in the world, we
should expect to have the best
medics in the world. The AMEDD
(Army Medical Department) Cen-
ter and School does a fantastic job
of training medics, and now we
have the responsibility to keep
those skills intact,” said Schroed-

er.

The SimMan is used at the
National Training Center, the
Joint Readiness Training Center,

the 91 Whiskey Advanced Indi-
vidual Training and multiple other
military medical training sites
around the world. The 4th
Infantry Division spent weeks
training their medical personnel
on multiple simulators prior to
deployment to Operation Iraqi
Freedom, and it proved to be
invaluable. The Army’s Warfight-
ing Center, Fort Riley, just
improved one step above that by

adding the SimMan to its reper-
toire of training capabilities, said
Schroeder.

.

to the

available funds. He is the result of
over a year’s worth of effort,
Schroeder said.

SimMan came to Fort Riley at a
cost of $39,000. It was worth it if
a medic becomes proficient
enough by practicing on it to save
even one life.

To get a SimMan took months
of research, convincing, justifica-
tion writing and searching for

he compared the new Sim-
Man to an invaluable piece of
equipment equivalent to a tank
simulator or weaponeer, only
geared toward medics.

“We often talk about how
important it is to be proficient on
your primary weapon system, to
know it inside and out, how to

trouble shoot and fix it and make
it fully combat effective. The
medics’ primary weapon system

is the human body, that fellow sol-
dier behind all other weapon sys
tems,” said Schroeder.

HOUSE ADS
6x 125

Back Qly
AUSA-- | F POSSI BLE




070203 Post . gxd

7/ 2/ 2003

9:46 AM Page 5

Cyan  Magenta Black

In Step on Channel 2
6:30 a.m...

Fort Riley

ommunity

kil

ESTABLESHED 1851

July 2, 2003

America’s Warfighting Center

Page 5

By Jamie Bender
Staff writer

Country singer Anthony Smith
rocked the house Friday with a free
concert at Rally Point.

The singer, whose song, “If That
Ain’t Country,” hit the country charts
earlier this year, took time to give the
performance as part of the Spirit of
America Tour, a project of the Robert
and Nina Rosenthal Foundation, Inc.

Smith said he has a strong military
background and has several uncles
who served.

“I have an uncle named Mario who
was killed in Vietnam in 1966. I guess
all my uncles were in the military,”
said Smith. “If it hadn’t been for
music, I would have ended up there,
to0. I sort of still regret the fact that [
didn’t serve.”

Smith has used some of his fami-
ly’s military experiences as inspira-
tion for his music.

“I wrote a song for the music
soundtrack of the movie “We Were
Soldiers,” with Mel Gibson,” said
Smith. “It was a song called ‘Didn’t
1. I .drew on some of the experiences
of watching the reactions of my fami-
ly when something happened and they
got news of their loved ones. It’s a real

Smith visited Fort Riley as part o

Country singer rocks at Rally Point

important subject for me.”

Smith said the show is his way of
saying thank you.

“I want to be with the guys and
give them some [rest and relaxation]
and a chance to let loose and rock
with some country music,” he said. “T
feel honored to be a part of that. Any-
time I can, T intend to help entertain
our troops.”

Smith said he enjoys playing at
installations because the soldiers
enjoy it and he wants to do his part for
his country.

“Anything I can do for the military,
I want to do it,” he said. “Playing on
bases is great. The response is always
great, too. They really want to hear
some good music, and they appreciate
it. I love it. It’s my way of serving
without having to get up in the morn-
ing and run. Although, I am fixing to
start doing that before my next
video.”

The country singer has a great
appreciation for those who serve in
the military.

“I love those guys and T think
America loves them,” he said. “The
vast majority of America is behind
them. We appreciate them from the
bottom of our hearts. Without them,
we would be in serious trouble. There

Post/Bender

Anthony Smith and his band plai: for the crowd at Rally Point.
f t]

e Spirit of America Tour.

is no price that you can put on protec-
tion of your country and those men
and women out thére are providing
that.”

After getting his first guitar at the
age of 6, Smith began playing gospel
and country music.

“There was always country music
around the house. In fact, I don’t think
I even heard any rock and roll until I
was about 12 years old because all
Mom and Dad had was country and
gospel records,” said Smith. “T
learned to play that first. It wasn’t
until I was a teen-ager that I started
experimenting with some rock and
roll.”

Having grown up with country and
gospel, Smith said he feels that style
of music is best for him.

“I think as a singer, and what I
wanted to say could best be done
through country lyrics. I think my
voice sort of lends itself to that,” he
explained. “The message that comes
from within me when I’'m up on stage,
and what I want to sing about, is stuff’
that is real. I love a good feel, good
song that will get everyone partying a
little bit, but once in a while you bring
it to something that has a message or
that is thought provoking. Country
music is the best format to do that in.”

A huge Bob Hope fan, Smith said
he would take any opportunity to
entertain troops.

“T would absolutely go overseas to
entertain troops,” he said. “Bob Hope
didn’t play country music, but there is
a certain spirit there. If I could be even
a fraction of the influence that he was,
I would be a happy man.”

The future holds another album for
the singer and his band.

“I have the best band in the world,”
he said. “These are the best players in
Nashville, and 1 don’t know why
they’re making these sacrifices to play
with me. We are traveling around and
doing a lot of shows right now, but I
plan to take a few days off each week
to record a new record. There are a lot
of people out there waiting for a new
record, and I can’t wait to give it to
them.”

Anthony Smith plays guitar and sings at Rally Point Friday night.

PostBender

Gardening can provide children exercise, stress reduction, much more

Looking for a solution to child obesity,
stress, youth violence or an alternative to
competitive youth sports? Look no fur-
ther than your own back yard.

Richard Mattson, professor, Forestry
and Recreations Resources Department,
Kansas State University, said horticultur-
al therapy can provide children with
stress reduction, exercise, nurturing skills
and a host of other benefits.

According to Mattson, horticultural
therapy is an interdisciplinary approach

a chance to reduce their fr

b of Lee Elementary School in

to healing that integrates social and
behavioral sciences and horticulture. This
means that the people/plant relationships
developed through gardening can
improve ailments ranging from depres-
sion and high blood pressure to chronic
pain.

Mattson says many children need
physical exercise and feel better about
themselves by working in a garden.

“Some children are angry,” he says.
“Chopping weeds in a garden gives them

stress.” If a child is too obese to play on
a sports team, gardening can be a good
first step toward reducing weight and
improving physical health, for example.

As the K-State horticulture therapy
website notes, “Getting dirty is a part of
growing up.” Manhattan-area people are
taking this advice to heart with help form
K-State horticulture students and profes-
sors.

Mattson describes the one-acre garden

Manhattan as “world class.”

Each class at the school has a plot in
the garden in which to grow flowers,
herbs and vegetables of their choice dur-
ing the school year as part of the curricu-
Tum. During the summer, teachers main-
tain the garden. The program has blos-
somed with great popularity since the
first Arbor Day trees were planted 15
years ago.

Students learn how to care for plants

By Kim Levine
Staff Writer

community.

Fort Riley for the summer.

success.

children 18 years

for $2.65.

tracked ambulance during the batt:

Daxton Ross, son of Staff Sgt. Richard D. Ross, Company A, 1st Battalion, 16th Infantry, looks out of the top of a
lion Family Day Saturday. Family members saw their soldiers in action and were
able to tour battalion vehicles and witness a fire assault demonstration by an infantry squad.

PostWood

better.”
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For several years, Ware Ele-
mentary School has been the
satellité school for providing free
summer lunches to children in the

With the current number of
deployed soldiers, Kitchen Man-
ager Liliane Gibson, said she was
worried the turn out might not be
as high this year as in previous
years, because of spouses leaving

Fortunately, she said, this sum-
mer’s program was a tremendous

The program, which ended Fri-
day, ran throughout the month of
June. Free lunches were served to
old and
younger, and provided to adults

“The purpose of the program is
to target the low-income areas and
provide them lunch during the
summer,” said Gibson, “but we
serve anyone who comes, no
questions asked. The more, the

The weather was a factor in

through weeding, watering and other gar-
dening activities. However, Mattson says
the school garden can teach much more.
Students learn nurturing skills by having
responsibility for other living things, and
they can gain a sense of ownership and
pride for foods they normally may never
eat at the dinner table.

“There’s nothing like eating the first
tomato or sweet corn from your own gar-

See Gardening Page 8

Summer lunch program
depends on post school

this year’s success, according to
Gibson.

The nice weather allowed par-
ents to stop by for lunch between
their summer activities.

Sponsored by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, the summer
lunch program was also offered at
Lincoln and Westwood Elemen-
tary schools in Junction City, but
Ware prepared all the food.

Ware was chosen to be the
satellite school because it has the
appropriate facilities to serve
large numbers, said Gibson.

A variety of different lunches
were ser